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Edition Origins and Master Copy Discrimination. Chen Wangdao’ s Textual Research
on the Communist Manifesto
Chen Hongjuan
Abstract: According to the communication record of Comintern representative G. N. Voitrngsky it can be veri—
fied that the Chinese translation of Manifesto of the Communist Party by Chen Wangdao was published before Au—
gust 17 1920. At present as many as 17 versions of this Chinese translation can be found which proves to be
the most everlasting wide-spreading and influential version. It’ s also found that the publication and circulation of
this translation has been closely restricted by the domestic political environment. In addition the memoir of its
translator its comparison with the Japanese translation ( 1906) and the study of the terminological differences of
these versions all jointly contribute to the fact that Chen Wangdao’ s Chinese version of Manifesto of the Commu—

nist Party was translated from the Japanese version published in 1906.
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